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Citrix Systems (NASDAQ: CTXS) is a company that sells software and services specializing in thin clients and remote access software for delivering applications over a network and the Internet.

Citrix is based in Fort Lauderdale, Florida, in the Miami metropolitan area, and has subsidiary operations in California and Massachusetts, and additional development centers in Australia, India and the United Kingdom.

History
Citrix was founded in 1989 by ex-IBM developer Ed Iacobucci. Citrix was originally named Citrus but changed its name after an existing company claimed trademark rights. The Citrix name is a portmanteau of Citrus and UNIX. Many of the original founding members had participated in the IBM OS/2 project. Iacobucci's vision was to build OS/2 with multi-user support. IBM was not interested in this idea so Iacobucci left to form his own company. The company's first product was Citrix MULTIUSER, which was based on OS/2. Citrix licensed the OS/2 source code from Microsoft, bypassing IBM. Citrix hoped to capture part of the UNIX market by making it easy to deploy text-based OS/2 applications. The product failed to find a market. In 1993, Citrix introduced WinView, which provided remote access to DOS and Windows 3.1 applications on a multi-user platform. It became Citrix's first successful product, and saved the company from bankruptcy. In 1991, Roger Roberts was appointed the CEO of Citrix. From 1991 to 1995, the company did not turn a profit. Roberts chose to invest his life savings in the company to keep it solvent and assumed liability for all corporate debts. With less than 30 days of operating funds left, Microsoft was convinced to invest $1 million into Citrix. Had Microsoft not, the company would have closed.

Microsoft relationship
Citrix obtained a license to all of the source code of Microsoft's Windows NT 3.51, and developed it into a multi-user system which they began to sell in 1995 as WinFrame. For the first time, the company made a profit. Early in 1997, Microsoft no longer wanted Citrix to ship its version of NT and wanted this software created in-house. Microsoft threatened to create their own independent version of Citrix and withdrew its license of NT 4.0. After negotiations, Microsoft agreed to license Citrix technology for Windows NT Server 4.0, resulting in Windows Terminal Server Edition. Citrix agreed not to ship a competing product but retained the right to sell an extension to Microsoft's products, initially under the name MetaFrame. This relationship continued into the Windows 2000 Server and Windows Server 2003 eras, with Citrix offering Metaframe XP and Presentation Server. On February 11, 2008, Citrix changed the name of its Presentation Server product line to XenApp. The core technology that Microsoft did not buy was the ICA protocol. Microsoft bought another company to provide the backbone of the RDP (T.share) protocol that they currently use.

